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Dear Resident, 

With best wishes, 

Since the snap election its been a whirlwind year, and an 

exciting change after 30 years working in business. I have 

had some really interesting roles, but I can safely say that 

being your MP is by far the best job of all. I’m very 

fortunate to serve such a wonderful area with a strong 

community spirit and people who genuinely care for one 

another.  

This first year as an MP has come with its challenges; not least being in a hung 

parliament with the ongoing Brexit negotiations as the back drop. Here at home we 

have had strike action on Southern Rail, many discussions on the A27 improvement 

scheme, as well as concern over school funding. I have been working hard both here 

in the community and in Westminster to find solutions and build consensus on 

these issues where possible.  

Finding my feet in Parliament has been a steep learning curve as the world of 

politics is quite different from that of business. But one year in, I’m happy to say 

that it’s a privilege speaking on your behalf on issues that matter to you in the 

House of Commons - all of my contributions to debates can be found online at  

www.gilliankeegan.com 

Throughout the year I have met with many of our schools, businesses, charities and 

organisations, and tried to meet as many people as possible by holding surgeries 

and public meetings to hear your concerns. I will continue to do so in the coming 

year, and I have recently introduced drop-in surgeries in local pubs and cafes so you 

can come and say hello and raise your concerns in a relaxed environment. 

It is great that many schools and groups have taken up the opportunity to visit 

Parliament over the course of the year. If you want to come to visit, arrange a 

meeting or attend a surgery please get in touch, my contact details are at the back 

of this report.  

I hope to meet many more of you this coming year, and I will continue to work hard 

for the residents of the Chichester constituency and represent you as best as I can 

in Parliament.  



 

 

“Gillian is a very active MP and has taken a great deal of trouble to get to 
know our schools  and to listen very carefully to the issues we are facing. 
This has included the issue of school funding and complex special 
needs.  We are very pleased to be working with her to unpick these issues 
further in the best interests of  our small rural schools. We are very pleased 
to have Gillian on our side and to be working with her. She is a hands-on 
approachable MP and represents us well. Thank you Gillian!” 

Sarah Palmer, Headteacher at Camelsdale Primary School 

"I am very grateful for the support and personal interest taken by Gillian 
Keegan in helping me resolve a long standing and deeply frustrating issue 
regarding rural broadband connectivity. Gillian was instrumental in     
helping my particular case get attention from BT and Openreach. I am 
happy to say that after her support, our particular part of rural Sussex is 
finally getting a fibre connection. Thank you for all your support!” 

Paul (Constituent) 

“Gillian and I, as Chichester District Council Leader, have worked extremely 
well together since her election to Parliament last year. She has helped to 
arrange accommodation for family and civil hearings at the Council offices 
after the Courts close. She has facilitated meetings with Highways England 
to take the complex A27 issues forward. I know I can always count on her 
to help advance the District's interests with any part of central 
Government.” 

Tony Dignum, Leader of Chichester District Council  

“I would like to show my appreciation to Gillian for her excellent assistance 
with my immigration issues with the Home Office. With her personal      
involvement the issues were sorted quickly and promptly and I will always 
be grateful to her for her service. Thank you very much.” 

Umar (Constituent) 



 

 

Public Accounts Committee 
As a member of the Public Accounts Committee (which scrutinises Government 

spending) I’ve had the opportunity to lead several inquiries for example, Homeless 

Households, where we investigated the cost of homelessness and what steps could 

be taken to break the cycle. This is an issue I am very passionate about: my 

grandparents found themselves in temporary accommodation after the war until 

they were given their first council house. Another inquiry we looked into was STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and maths) education, an area that is important 

to get right for Chichester and the wider UK to address future skill needs. We cover 

many different topics that span all Government Departments, recently for example 

we looked into the integration of health and social care. 

All Party Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) 

Much of what we do in Parliament is behind the 

scenes and MPs spend a fair amount of time going 

through new laws, line by line, in Bill Committees.  
Maiden Speech 

APPGs bring together MPs and Peers from all sides to raise the profile of issues, and 

make recommendations to Government. I have been appointed as the Co-Chair of 

several APPGs including UN Sustainable Goals that works across the globe to tackle 

some of the biggest issues facing society as a whole like energy security, climate 

change and education for all. I’m also delighted to serve as the Vice-Chair for Youth 

Affairs where we work to promote issues facing young people today, focusing on 

mental health, and working with charities and services in Chichester to improve 

outcomes for young people locally.  

The Prime Minister with Conservative Members of Parliament elected in 2017 

In Westminster  



 

 

Supporting Local Charities 

In Chichester  

In October last year Stonepillow held their ‘Big 

Sleep Out’, where a group of supporters slept 

rough for the night to raise money and 

awareness for the charity.  Sleeping rough for Stonepillow 

The Sussex  Snowdrop Trust annual walk 

Backing Business  
I’ve enjoyed meeting many of Chichester’s businesses and 

seeing first hand the work they do; particularly learning how 

a Rolls Royce is manufactured, which I found interesting as 

my first job was as an apprentice in a car factory. Like Rolls 

Royce, many of the firms in our area are highly technical and 

rely on skilled engineers. The horticultural industry for 

example need people to oversee and maintain robots and 

develop biochemical growth formulas. I have been raising the need to invest in the 

right skills for the future in Parliament and locally. Chichester University is ahead of 

the game having already invested in a state of the art STEAM centre (which is STEM 

plus art and design), which in conjunction with local businesses will offer 18 degree 

apprenticeship programmes. As the only degree level apprentice in the House of 

Commons, I’m a huge supporter of this route into the workplace whilst continuing 

to study. In Parliament I have been working to ensure that our immigration system 

will allow agricultural businesses to get the seasonal workforce they need to grow in 

every way once we leave the EU. 

My husband and I took part in the 

annual Sussex Snowdrop Trust walk to 

raise money for this wonderful charity 

that supports so many children who 

suffer life-threatening illnesses. It was 

a beautiful walk surrounded by truly 

inspiring people, many of whom had 

lost a child themselves. 

Most recently, I visited Chichester Lunch Club - a charity that supports people 

suffering from dementia and mental health conditions. I have a particular interest in 

dementia as both of my grandmothers sadly suffered from this condition, and I have 

since become a patron of the charity.  

The new Rolls Royce  

Cullinan 

Many of our industries in Chichester are highly technicall  som



 

 

Key issues 

Fairer Funding in our Schools  
All the West Sussex MPs are working to help our 

schools get the funding they need. Over the past 

year we have met with the Minister of State for 

Schools and both the former and the current 

Secretary of State for Education. As a group of MPs 

we are campaigning on this issue with a united 

voice. To better understand the concerns of our 

schools I have visited many throughout the Chichester constituency and met with 

around 50 Head Teachers. I will continue to listen and work with our communities 

and schools to achieve fairer funding in West Sussex. 

An Improved A27 
Discussions around how and what can be done to improve the A27 have been     

ongoing for decades, and still are today. My role in this process to date has been to 

support the councils and community groups and press for funding to be prioritised 

in Chichester. Following discussions with Highways England (HE) and both councils, 

it is good that HE will be evaluating both the ‘Mitigated Northern’ concept and a 

‘Full South’ option, as set out in the Build a Better A27 consultant’s Final Report. It is 

important that both options are evaluated and that HE’s assessment of the 

affordability and viability of both concepts are communicated clearly to the 

community. HE have all the input they need from the local authorities, and will 

respond with their feedback by the end of the year, although we still need to fight 

to secure funding. 

My first year as an MP has involved tackling a wide range of local and national 

issues. It has been a privilege to be in a position to fight for things that we care 

about right across the  Chichester constituency. 

Tangmere Primary School Chichester Nursery 

Central CE Academy 



 

 

A Healthier Environment  

Radiotherapy at St Richard’s  

As an MP I have been promoting 

environmental protection where 

possible, and fully support local and 

national initiatives to improve the 

environment we live in. This year my 

focus has been on tackling issues like 

air quality, coastal erosion, flooding 

and plastic pollution. For Lent a 

group of us decided to take part in the #GiveUpPlasticsForLent campaign and give 

up single use plastics (which is easier said than done) but it certainly opened my 

eyes to the quantity of waste we all produce. Continuing on this theme lots of local 

representatives are supporting Chichester District Council ‘Against Litter’ campaign; 

and as part of this I’ve adopted the area outside of my constituency office in central 

Chichester as my patch to keep litter free.  

We are extremely lucky to have such a wonderful hospital; that is rated outstanding, 

thanks to the dedication and professionalism of the staff. I have been campaigning 

to get radiotherapy treatment at St Richard’s Hospital as currently there isn’t a 

single Linac machine in the whole of West Sussex. This is important as over half of 

all cancer patients are treated with radiotherapy nationwide, and having facilities at 

St Richard’s would mean patients wouldn’t have to travel long distances to 

Portsmouth or Brighton for treatment. As part of the campaign I have co-founded 

the APPG for Radiotherapy, and now serve as its Vice-Chair.  

Supporting campaign to 

clean up our oceans Grow Chichester  

Chichester Harbour AONB 

Supporting Against Litter 

Celebrating 70 years of the 

NHS at St Richard’s 

Howard children's unit at 

St Richard’s  RT APPG manifesto  



 

 

www.gilliankeegan.com 

@gilliankeeganmp 

@GillianKeegan 

@conservatives.g.keegan 

If you would like to get in touch please email, write or call. 

gillian.keegan.mp@parliament.uk  

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

020 7219 1193 

Visited 22 schools, 

met 100s of students 

and over 50  

Head Teachers 

Met with over 200 

businesses, charities 

and organisations 

A year in numbers 

Held over 60 meetings 

with local leaders of 

our public services 

Staying in touch 
If you want to keep up to date with what I am doing for the Chichester constituency 

both here and in Westminster go to my website or follow me on: Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram. I also write a weekly column in the Chichester Observer and give 

regular updates of what I’m doing on Spirit FM.  

Public Meeting Spirit FM Q&A 

Made 11 TV 

appearances, over 20 

radio interviews and 

written over 60 articles  

Fernhurst Primary 

 School 

Handled over 5,000 

individual constituent 

cases and held over  

20 advice surgeries 

Received more than 

35,000 emails  

(that’s nearly 100 a day!) 
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